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As long as the earth
endures, seedtime and
harvest, cold and heat,
summer and winter, day
and night will never
cease.

Genesis 8:22

He has made everything
beautiful in its time.

Ecclesiastes 3:11

The moon marks off the
seasons, and the sun
knows when to go down. 

Psalms 104:19

As soon as the grain is
ripe, he puts the sickle to
it, because the harvest
has come.

Mark 4:29

      St. Mary’s                                                                                                                   3337 - 15 Avenue, Regina, Sask. S4T 1T3 

��������
Harvest 2009

Dallas Valley Parish Retreat  
In September, 2007, we had our first parish retreat of this kind and it was agreed that we would give
it another try this year. The initial idea for this event stemmed from a recognition that our
congregation would benefit from more opportunity to make connections with one another outside of
our regular Sunday worship. The intention was to create an event that would foster our sense of
community and glorify the Lord, by bringing all ages together in a retreat setting for the day. We felt
this would strengthen our connections and thereby enable us to better minister to one another and
fulfill our mission to the city of Regina. 

The day began at 10 a.m. at Dallas Valley Ranch Camp with a worship service/Bible study in the
Ranch House including a comfy corner with activities for young children. The service was followed
by the lunch program including a delicious lunch of sandwiches and veggies. Participants were
asked to sit according to a Biblical seating plan and were encouraged to get to know those at their
table and elsewhere with an "ice breaking" activity. Prizes were given out to those who completed it.
Children were able to make a beaded cross necklace during lunch. 

After lunch, the clouds and fog had cleared and we were greeted with sunshine and blue skies as far
as we could see. At 1 p.m., the first of two hay rides took participants on a 1/2 hour journey down
into the valley. Starting at 2 p.m., participants who had signed up previously were able to horseback
ride, wall climb and canoe and others took part in our Funville activities including face painting,
parachute games, bubble blowing, a scavenger hunt, bean bag toss and other picnic games and races.
Horseshoes, beach volleyball, bocce ball and basketball were also available. Some chose to spend
the afternoon walking the trails through the camp and others enjoyed the view of the valley from the
Ranch House while partaking of
afternoon tea and enjoying
cards and board games. 

At 5 p.m., we made our way
down to the campfire area and
enjoyed a supper of hot dogs,
veggies, cookies, squares and
marshmallows. After eating, our
evening program of prayer 

Cont’d on next page

Hayride fun!

Photo by Randy Mandziak
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Dallas Valley Parish Retreat  from pg. 1

and singing began which rounded
out a seemingly perfect day of
fellowship and worship. All families
were scheduled to help out with set
up or clean up of one of the meals
and because of their cooperation,
we had plenty to eat when we
needed it. Thank you to all
participants for being such great
retreat "campers."

I again want to thank all of you who
attended for your participation in
this event. I thank the Lord for all of
you and for those on my planning
committee: Norma Trim, Ann
Molson, Christan Friesen, Sandra
Dowie and Andrew Henley. This
was such a joy and a privilege to
plan and execute for the community
of St. Mary's. Praise the Lord for his
many blessings!

Kate Berringer

From the Editor’s Desk

But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his
appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD
does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." 

1 Samuel 16:7

Thanksgiving, for us was spent in Waterloo, Ontario with family. Among other things
on the trip, we spent time driving through the countryside exploring some of the old,
unique towns nearby.  The area around Waterloo is somewhat famous for the old-
order Mennonites who settled there in the early 1800’s and still dress in the style of
that day.  A common site on country roads is the old black buggies being pulled by
horses.  The Mennonites seem to lead a very simple farming life without the things we
take for granted, such as electricity and other modern conveniences.  I have to admire
their resolve in keeping their traditions while living in a busy and technologically-
oriented world.  Some of us may wonder if their style of life makes them better
Christians than the rest of us.  With our busy lives and constant distractions, can we
possibly be Godly?  God knows our hearts, and we are all called to be in different
places and circumstances than others.  In our words and actions, our faith, our silent,
quick prayers and acknowledgements to Him throughout the day, we can walk with
Him as we go.  In 1 Samuel 1:15, Hannah replied, "I am a woman who is deeply
troubled. I have not been drinking wine or beer; I was pouring out my soul to the
LORD.”  Things aren’t always what they seem!  

Ann Molson
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�  Members of our Home Communion Ministry team are available to bring Holy

Communion to anyone who, for whatever reason, is unable to join in the celebrations at St. Mary’s.  Please call the office number
at 522-6052 to make this request.
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�	�����	���
�	�����	���
�	�� �is offered to anyone needing a ride to church, and back home again.  Simply call Co-op Taxi at 522-2727

and charge the service to St. Mary’s.
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����	�  is comprised of a group of people who are committed to praying for individual needs and concerns during

times of distress and crises.  All requests are kept confidential, and can be made by calling the church office at 522-6052 or by
calling Beryl Forgay.

�
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� ��is available during administration of Holy Communion for those who would like prayer for themselves,

for someone else, or for other concerns.   It is held at the back of the church for people, after receiving Communion. 
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From the Rector’s Study

Back in 2005 there was a book published called Soul Searching: The Religious and Spiritual Lives
of American Teenagers which included the  results of interviews the authors conducted with 267
American teenagers. They concluded that a new religion had emerged in America, of which the
chief articles of faith were as follows: 

1.  A God exists who created and orders the world and watches over human life on earth. 

2.  God wants people to be good, nice, and fair to each other, as taught in the Bible and by most world religions.

3.  The central goal of life is to be happy and to feel good about oneself.

4.  God does not need to be particularly involved in one's life except when He is needed to resolve a problem.

5.  Good people go to heaven when they die.

You have heard of BCP and BAS. Well, the acronym for this new religion is MTD - Moralistic Therapeutic Deism. It’s
moralistic, because “God wants people to be nice, and good people go to heaven.”  It’s therapeutic because your central
concern is with being happy and feeling good about yourself. It’s Deistic because God, whatever or whoever he or she may
be, is without a name and without a face, and is basically uninvolved and uninterested in your day to day life and wants
nothing to do with you except, as the creed says, when you need he/she/it to help you solve a problem.  God is your Personal
Assistant.

What do you make of this? It’s certainly nothing to cheer about, and it’s a far cry from the Gospel, isn’t it?  It’s a far cry
from the Good News that in the person of Jesus Christ God has taken on our human nature, and that through his death on the
Cross we receive the forgiveness of our sins, and through water and the Holy Spirit we are incorporated into the Body of
Christ, and sent out in the world to participate  in the renewal that God is bringing to the whole of His creation. 

So where did these teenagers get this MTD stuff from?  This is the thing that scares me.  They got it from their parents. It
raises the question: what is the view of the Christian faith that we are imparting to our children?  What is the view of the
Christian faith we want to impart to the children here at the church? I hope it isn’t Moralistic Therapeutic Deism.  It’s the
default position of religious people who have never heard or do not believe the Gospel. It’s why I suppose we come to
church. We come to hear the Good News of what God has done in Jesus Christ.  We stand and confess the ancient Creeds of
the Church. This is the God we give our hearts to. We partake of the Holy Communion, and find how God reassures of his
“favour and goodness towards us and that we are living members of his mystical body…and are also heirs through hope of
his everlasting kingdom.” Glory to God! We come and have fellowship with other struggling believers. We minister and are
ministered to. 

Do I come to church because I believe, or do I believe because I come to church?  I actually think it’s the latter. It is the
fullness of faith which has been proclaimed, handed down, and lived out through the Church from one generation to another.

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy Spirit.”  (Romans 15.13). 

“Lord, I believe. Help my unbelief.” (Mark 9.23) 

For our sake, and the sake of the children…                                                                                Faithfully yours, Claude+
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Milestones

Congratulations  to Eric and Daylin Haaland
on the birth of daughter Georgia Naomi on July 14,
2009.

Congratulations  to Amanda Luffman and
Patrick Hayward, who were married at St. Mary’s
on September 12, 2009.

Baptised  on July
12, 2009, Amélie
Lucille LaForge.

Baptised  on August 15, 2009, Erin Elizabeth
Delaney and Mackenzie Aaron Delaney.

**Our Community**
SUMMER PROGRAM 2009

“But the Fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”
Galatians 5: 22, 23a

We chose the Fruit of the Spirit as our summer 2009 teaching. These lessons were based on the rotation.org model.
Children ages 3 – 13 were together in the Faith Quest rooms.

The fruit of the Spirit is not a 'to-do-list' for earning salvation, but a mark of those who have been blessed by God with His
Spirit. In other words, when we have faith in God through Jesus Christ, God grants us salvation and His Holy Spirit as well.
And when the Holy Spirit lives within us and drives our behavior, we naturally begin to act more like Christ. This means
that we begin to act more loving, more joyous, more peaceful, etc...

We started out on week one with a visual of a fruit tree growing out of the Bible, the “Inspired Word of God”, each Fruit of
the Spirit was represented by a fruit. We told stories about the Holy Spirit and each of the Fruits of the Spirit using The
Godly Play stories and the Beulah Land stories.

Holy Spirit - The KINGDOM: CREATION/ PENTECOST - Beulah Land, Love and Goodness – The Good Shepherd -
Godly Play Joy and Peace– Birth of Jesus: Angels – Beulah Land , Patience and Faithfulness – Noah – Beulah Land ,
Kindness and Love: Ruth – Godly Play , Gentleness and Love - Jesus and the Children - Godly Play.  Love and Self –
Control: 1 Corinthians 13: 4 – 7 Kidz Adventure Bible

We used workshops on: Let There Be Art Scratch and Sniff fruit and Sewing Love Cushion, Daily Bread Bistro – Fruit
Kabobs, Fruit Pizza and Noah’s Ark cookies, King’s Theatre Drama and Paul’s Puppets and Divine Diversions Large
Game Board, Spirited Scavenger Hunt and Deadly Sins Obstacle Course.

The students finished off the summer by making fruit floats at coffee time, raising $40.00 for Habitat for Humanity, and by
making bookmarks and presenting them to the teachers and helpers. Both are examples of fruit- filled lives.

Norma Trim
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Prayer Shawl Ministry
I’m often asked why I am a member of the prayer shawl ministry and what I get out of it.  These questions usually come from
work colleagues because I almost always take my knitting or crocheting in the car while we’re travelling.  There are 2.5-3
hours between here and Saskatoon so I can get a lot of rows in!  

I like to tell them about the prayer shawl ministry as a way of helping to bring the church alive.  They are interested in who
receives the shawls and how we decide who receives them.  I tell them that usually the shawl decides itself...or God directs
us.  I often start a shawl without any idea who will receive it, but by the time I am part way through I know either who the
individual will be or what I envision them to be like.  I have been able to send two prayer shawls, blessed at St. Mary’s, to
friends or family.  

The first went to my friend Ann, who I first met in Cape Dorset while working and living in Nunavut.  Ann was the head
nurse at our little nursing station and was always there when we needed her.  She worked with the Inuit elders and got to
know all their names and treated them with respect.  When she and her husband moved to Ottawa she worked for a while in
the Nunavut clinic/home there, helping to nurse and comfort Inuit travelling to Ottawa for major heath issues.  Many spoke
no English so relied on the interpreter at the clinic but they were also happy to have a nurse who knew the arctic and who
spoke a few words of Inuit.  Ann was diagnosed with ovarian cancer 18 months ago.  I was able to take her the prayer shawl
and visit with her for awhile before she went into chemotherapy.  She loved the shawl and all it meant and she is still alive
today.  In fact she completed a half marathon in Ottawa this fall to celebrate her healing.

The second went to a family member, the partner of my niece Bethany.  Nicolas was a young man who cared passionately
about life, about the human race and about the environment.  He was diagnosed with Leukemia and though he survived his
first round of chemotherapy he had a relapse in the summer of 2008.  While he was in St. Margaret’s hospital in Toronto I
made him a prayer shawl using the colours of the Tibet prayer flags.  Both Nicolas and Bethany were interested in Tibetan
spirituality and it meant a great deal to him to have the shawl and the care that went into choosing the colours and having it
blessed.  He died last winter wrapped in the shawl and my niece says he wanted it around him; it comforted him and helped
him to be at peace.

What I get out of making these shawls is both simple and complicated.  Simple in that it gives me an opportunity for prayer
and reflection and puts me at peace.  Complex, in that the prayer and reflection bring multi-layers of thought and ideas about
my life.   In many ways it’s about connecting with myself, with God and with others.

Louise Kilby

Secret Sister Program
We're into our second year of the secret sister program, a prayer support initiative
designed to foster prayer and fellowship among the women of our congregation. 

Each year in March, the women at St. Mary’s who choose to, draw the name of another
participant and make a number of commitments for the year including: to pray for her
secret sister, to keep her identity  a secret, and to
remember her birthday and wedding anniversary,
if appropriate. Participants also commit to care
for their secret sister for the year - for example,
giving her extra prayer if she has had health or
other difficulties. 

On March 14, 2009, we held our second annual "Pot-bless" dinner to which all women
in the congregation were invited. We played games, enjoyed some delicious food
(women were challenged to bring a dish that began with the first letter of their first
name) and enjoyed some lively fellowship and a short Bible study. At the end, the past
year’s secret sisters were revealed. Pictures, shown here are from the dinner.

I’m so thankful for all the women who have committed to the program. It gives participants a wonderful way to bless another
woman without having any expectations for ourselves. I have also found it to be a rewarding way to enhance my prayer life.
Thank the Lord for his many blessings!                                                                                       

Kate Berringer
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An Anniversary to Remember

When Claude returned on September 6 from his three-month sabbatical, we welcomed him with a celebration to mark his 10
years of ministry here at St. Mary’s. We had some photographs of his ministry during the past 10 years to share and showed
our appreciation by presenting him with a cedar relief panel of the Virgin Mary, carved by a Peruvian artist, and a number of
gift cards to various places in Regina for him and his family to enjoy. I also shared some of my observations from my time at
St. Mary’s as it related to Claude’s ministry. An excerpt is below:

One thing I can say since becoming a member of this parish family is that God is at work here and His Spirit is present.
I’ve seen things both stay as they’ve always been and become more deeply rooted in our parish life and worship and I’ve
seen things grow and change. I think this has happened both at the parish level and at the individual level for a lot of us.
And I’ve seen Claude’s part in all of this as a teacher, preacher, spiritual guide and mentor. Think of all the things that
have happened here in the last 10 years. The past changes and continued growth and change of some of our ministries:
outreach children’s events, Godly Play, Workshop Rotation, the comfy corner, the casserole ministry, the home
communion/visiting ministry, lay assistants team, small group ministries, the change in our community involvement as it
reflected through renting our facility, the prayer teams, the music ministry, just to name a few. God has done some
amazing things here. 

When I think about these things, it brings to mind not only how much the Lord is working in our midst but how this has
come about as a result of having a Rector who recognizes that Christ is the head of the body and that he calls leaders to
equip lay people to minister to one another. Paul says in Ephesians 4:11-12 Christ gave "the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ."
Bill Easum from a consulting firm called Easum, Bandy and Assoc. indicates that successful bodies of Christ are ones in
which the leadership recognizes that one of their primary jobs is to equip the members of the body for ministry. I see
Claude doing this all the time and I feel that his recognition of the importance and fruitfulness of this is one of his
greatest strengths. 

Claude has some obvious gifts in the areas of teaching, preaching, church-planting and growing, to name a few. And not
only that, this is a man who does his best to allow the Lord to call the shots and tries to discern what is His will. And
from what I’ve seen, he also does his best to be obedient to that, which is a huge asset in a parish priest. 

We are blessed to have a Rector who has stuck through tough times and wonderful times because he understands that
Christ is the centre of who we are and what we do as a parish family and he does his best in all he does to allow Christ to
have that position here. For that, I think we have every reason in the world as a parish to thank God for Claude and his
last 10 years of ministry here. 

Kate Berringer

A Change in Giving!
There will be some changes in the collection envelopes to be used at St. Mary’s in 2010. The envelopes have been purchased
from a company that works in collaboration with the Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund (PWRDF). Each set of
envelopes will include donation envelopes for, and information about, the PWRDF.

A survey of pledgers and envelope holders which was conducted in late August/early September established a need to provide
envelopes for monthly, as well as weekly offerings and the 2010 envelopes were purchased accordingly. Monthly or weekly
envelopes will be provided to parishioners based on the preference they expressed during the survey. Envelope numbers will be
reassigned where necessary.

Parishioners who use monthly envelopes will notice that they contain the phrase “weekly offering.” This should, of course, be
“monthly offering.” I apologize for the error and will have the printers correct it for 2011. For 2010, you are welcome to write in
the correct wording or just ignore the wording altogether. The error in wording will not affect how you are credited for your
offering.

As in previous years, there will be special envelopes in each set for initial offering, Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas.

2010 envelopes will be available in November. Parishioners will be advised when they are ready to be picked up. If you have any
questions, please speak to me at church or phone me at 352-1837.

Sharon Baldwin, Envelope Secretary
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**Wider Community**

Seeking the Fruit of the Spirit - Bishop’s School f or Choristers
The Bishop’s Choir School, now in its 47th year, is held each August at All Saints’ Anglican Church. The School began at St.
Mary’s and it is interesting to note that almost half of this year’s choristers came from our church! 

Children ranging in age from seven to fourteen took part in an intense week of
worship, music rehearsal, Bible learning, games and swimming. Melissa
Morgan, who is part of the faculty at Luther College High School, directed
the children in six contrasting sacred pieces from the moving “Going Up A’
Yonder” to the jazzy “Goliath”. In Bible Blast with the Chaplain, Hilary
Schroeder, they learnt about the fruit of the Spirit, practicing love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control via
drama, art, puppets, cooking, games, and even eating lollipops!

Hilary Schroeder

“Be Still and know that I am God” Psalm 46:10
Oswald Chambers notes in his book of daily readings on page 53, “If our hopes are being disappointed just now, it means that
they are being purified. There is nothing noble the human mind has ever hoped for or dreamed of that will not be fulfilled. One of
our greatest strains in life is the strain of waiting for God. “Because thou hast kept the word of thy patience.” Remain spiritually
tenacious.”

Did you ever have a yearning, give it to the Lord, then finally give up on it and shortly thereafter, the dream came true? We
always desired that our son, who lived alone in a remote resort village, would eventually meet the girl of his dreams and marry. 
But it was a transient town, where investing in friendships never paid off; people didn’t stay.  

Then I heard of two brothers who had traveled to the Philippines and arranged for wives who wanted to come to Canada. Even
that sounded like a great way to find a wife! So I prayed that someday our son would find a lovely lady from another land, who
wanted to come to Canada, someone very special, who would love him very much.  By the time he reached 40 my hopes began to
wane. So I prayed he’d find a special friend instead, someone who would enjoy a social life with our son, perhaps a skier or a
choir singer.

Our son did not go on a world tour to look for a bride. He resigned himself to bachelorhood and got on with the business of
living.  But God did not forget a mother’s prayer. When our son turned 44, a group of ladies arrived in his workplace. They were
from Mexico City and they had come to learn English–would he help them?  Yes! A new social life began.

Six months later a romance developed. This year on Valentine’s Day he asked a sweet young Mexican lady of 34 to be his wife
and she said “yes”.  She adores him!  Robert and Azusena were married on May 6, 2009.

Never give up on God!  Praise him for his tender love for each of us.  He does meet our needs.

Lois Martin

Did You Know...

The Prairie Sky School is now located in our Lower Hall sharing use of the space Monday to Friday, while our Faith Quest uses
the space on Sundays.  The school is an independent alternative school and just opened its doors on August 31. It embodies the
principles of democratic process, bioregionalism, sustainability, global interconnectedness, compassion and play. They promote
project-based, student-driven learning and encourage each child’s natural curiosity and desire to explore the world. Every effort
is made to build students’ understanding of the importance of community, healthy lifestyle choices and their sense of
responsibility for conserving the natural environment.
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**Ministry and Mission**

Boomer's Caps sent to Afghanistan
A project started in Lent, as a sort of spin-off from the Prayer Shawl Ministry, to knit caps for children in Afghanistan. The idea
came from Boomer's Legacy, a foundation which works to improve the lives of women and children in Afghanistan. The
foundation was created in memory of Corporal Andrew “Boomer” Eykelenboom, a Canadian Army medic who was killed in
Afghanistan in 2006. Though we think of Afghanistan as a hot desert country, it is cold in the winters, especially in the
mountains, and the ordinary people are very poor. In one of his last phone calls home, Andrew said, "Mom, even the street people
in Canada have more than anyone in the village that I was just in." 

Many people participated in the Boomer's Caps project, ranging from women who had decades of knitting experience, down to
knitters who were just beginning. After hearing about the project at church, nine-year-old Dominik Bohach told his mom,
Melanie Baldwin, that he wanted to knit a cap. His baba (grandmother) had taught him to knit, but before attempting the cap he
had only done straight rows back and forth. With help from his mom he completed a warm cap in shades of blue.

Some parishioners brought odds and ends of yarn from previous projects, and knitters and crocheters turned them into toques and
caps in a rainbow of colours, all individually made. They ranged from tiny new-born size, with the majority to fit toddlers and
school-age children, and some for teens and adults. 

At the end of the project, a total of 53 caps were boxed up and sent to the Boomer's Legacy office in Comox BC. The foundation,
whose moto is "Helping our soldiers help others," will look after shipping the hats to Afghanistan, where they will be delivered to
people in need. For more information on the foundation, see www.boomerslegacy.ca

Joanne Shurvin-Martin

Helping at Soul’s Harbour
Some from St. Mary’s assisted in the kitchen at Soul’s Harbour

Rescue Mission.  Kate Berringer says, “The girls really enjoyed the
experience and loved their jobs, including sorting cutlery, washing
dishes, busing tables and wiping them after dinner.

The adults did some of this
too but also served the food
onto plates and then to the

people who came through the
door.”

Emily and Danielle Claude and Sandra 

Photos Kate Berringer      

A Mission in India

Last March Abe and Leela Ninan were preparing to leave on a seven-week mission to India, seeking our prayers for the
opportunity to serve God, safety during the travel, good health and an effective ministry. They wanted to visit sites where the
Emmanuel Hospital Association (EHA) Canada has been involved in projects, to encourage Indian missionaries through
fellowship and the ministry of the Word, and to explore avenues of co-operation between EHA Canada and EHA India. Abe
wished to use his skills as a medical doctor and teacher to improve the capacity of EHA hospitals to resuscitate and care for
babies, since newborn deaths are responsible for 25 percent of all deaths below a year of age in the developing world. 

Abe and Leela visited 11 hospitals and community health projects and were able to meet with colleagues, as planned. They
believe they were able to encourage EHA personnel through the Word and fellowship, and contributed to improving the care
given to newborn babies among the poor. Abe and Leela wrote on April 12 while on the trip, that they felt tremendously blessed,
humbled and inspired by their fellowship with EHA workers and others, all who work joyfully, sacrificially and efficiently in
their compassionate ministry. They wish to give thanks for prayers and support, and ask for continuing prayer for the
missionaries working in difficult conditions in India and for them as they plan to visit again in early 2010.
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** Remember When**

Ten Years Ago

Ten years ago the congregation of St. Mary’s was looking forward to a new minister after nearly two years without a priest of our
own.  We were hoping that our new rector would be able to pull us out of the dilemma of many of our sister churches - that in
spite of a long history of loving fellowship and service, our faithful congregation was getting older and a previously faithfully-
supported budget was dwindling.  We were having to listen to occasional pessimistic predictions of having to close in a few more
years.  St. Mary’s had been our spiritual home for years, but in spite of our wishes and prayers, it was hard to keep hopeful. We
had a conference led by the Anglican Fellowship of Prayer that fall just when our new priest was to come. It lifted the spirits of
those who attended and got many of our congregation involved in extra prayer activities - a prayer chain for people who are in
special need and prayer sessions for the church and the new minister.

Then Claude came. He carried his Bible into every meeting. He stressed the importance of prayerful planning. He was interested
in what the ACW was doing and the activities of other groups, such as Altar Guild, the choir and Sunday School.
But he had some ideas of his own, one of which was the Family Ministry, which would organize the young families of the church. 
The fact that we had hardly any young families didn’t deter Claude and Hilary, and pretty soon with their own children we began
to see a few others turning up as well.  Bible studies became more frequent and included young couples who wanted to be
married, as well as become regular church attenders. Then Claude invited the teens to be part of a very intense Confirmation
class, which involved sponsoring adults from the congregation with the enthusiasm it engendered.

Bit by bit the young families increased in number.  Shortly, the idea of Faith Quest, an expanded teaching program for school-age
children was broached. It involved many members of the congregation in the construction of the facilities and the acquisition of
the equipment necessary.  More young families brought their children and young adults were coming to hear the Bible-inspired
sermons. Baptisms became more frequent. Isn’t it wonderful to have the children and their activities, as well as the fellowship
extended to so many generations?

To cope with the time needed to fulfill all of the church obligations to its congregation, there was the addition of a freezer full of
food to take to people in need, the provision of regular visits to those who could no longer get to church. These and many more
Spirit-inspired activities were carried out by faithful church members, veteran and new, who helped to fill in where needed.

Nothing is static, however, and God expects his children to carry out his work.  We must go on, but the last ten years has given us
the spiritual pattern to follow. Thanks Claude and Hilary. It is good to have you back after your sabbatical.

Beryl Forgay 

St. Mary’s Past In a Nutshell! 

The first St. Mary’s Church as built on the east end of the present site in 1913. It was 26' x 70'.  The main entrance faced 15th

Avenue.  Cost: $3,552.00.

The first service was held on December 14, 1913 at 11 a.m. Seating was on wooden chairs. The organ was a foot-pump model.

A Sunday School, held from 3 to 4 p.m. was started in 1914 with 100 pupils. By 1922, there were 234 pupils.

The Women’s Auxiliary was formed on January 8, 1914 with ten ladies present. It became known as the Afternoon Branch and
by 1925 had 58 members. In 1926 a Girl’s Women’s Auxiliary was formed and in 1929 became the Evening Branch.

A choir was formed when St. Mary’s opened, when the first service took place.

A Chancel Guild was formed in 1919 later to become the Altar Guild.

In the early 1920's the basement was extended to full size to provide more space. The pump organ was replaced around 1924
with a Reed organ that had an electric blower.  It was given to St. Mary’s by Grace Church, now called St. Matthews.

In 1927 the original part of the present church building was constructed at a cost of $24,000.00.  Oak pews were paid for by
running a Dining Hall at the Exhibition!



10

By 1934 there were 386 Sunday School pupils with a teaching staff of 9 men and 21 women.  There were 357 Easter
communicants.

In 1937 a small Chapel, dedicated to All Saints, was set up in the area south of the Chancel. The present pipe organ was installed
in 1946.  Because space was needed for the pipes, the Chapel was moved to the Upper Sacristy, where it stayed until 1957. The
organ was paid for by parishioners purchasing individual pipes, as noted on the chart near the entrance to the Upper Hall.

In 1946 a Bond Drive paid off the mortgage, freeing the church from debt.

In 1953 the church building was extended to the present configuration, along with the basement. The steps are now inside the
entrance and the tell tower, visible in the 1944 picture, was removed. The new edifice raised seating to 275 and cost $40,000 for
the structure.

The south wing, providing the Upper Parish Hall, was added in 1961. It provided a kitchen, nursery, kindergarten, the Montague
entrance, the lounge, foyer and offices upstairs. The cost was $100,000.00.

Rectors:
Rev. William Simpson 1913-1919 Rev. Dunstan Pasterfield 1964-1974
Rev. Walter Western 1919-1924 Rev. Stanley Sinclair 1983-1987
Rev. Edward Frampton 1924-1940 Rev. Douglas Ohs 1983-1987
Rev. John W. Carter 1940-1949 Rev. Derek Nicholls 1987-1998
Rev. Arthur W.R. Ashley 1949-1957 Rev. Claude Schroeder 1999-present
Rev. R. Gordon Byce 1958-1963

Information gleaned from “Down Memory Lane”, compiled by Sheila Richards and John Stark.
Provided by Rem Walker

Take Just a Minute....
*******************************
Bible reading: Taken from a piece written by Rev. Dunstan Pasterfield.

“Once a week is not frequent enough to enable us to become really at home with the Bible. To help with our daily reading two of
our sister churches have provided you with a little booklet that contains a daily Bible passage, plus very useful notes to help you
understand what you read.  From the Episcopal Church in the USA comes “Forward Day by Day”; and from the Church of
England comes “New Daylight”. The former comes four times a year, three months at a time and the latter, three times a year
with four months at a time.  We already have some people in the parish using one or the other.  I am familiar with both, having
used one or the other for about 50 years!”

Samples of both these publications are usually available on the book rack in the church, but for full information talk with Eileen
Barrie, at the Churchmouse Bookstore located at the Synod Office by calling522-3263.  
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Our Parish Advent Mission

In a recent issue of the Wycliffe College newsletter Good Idea John Bowen observed… “Parish missions have a long history in
the church, beginning perhaps when the apostle Paul and his travelling companions visited New Testament churches with
ministries of evangelism, healing, teaching, and challenge. What does it take to grow a healthy parish? Lots of things: a strong
sense of mission for a start. But one thing that is often overlooked is the influence of outsiders with a message.” As Rob Davies,
the rector of St. Alban’s in Almonte, Ontario, observed in the same publication: “One of the dangers of parish life is that it can
come to be, well, parochial: we can focus so much on our own efforts and ministry.” No one could accuse St. Mary’s of that kind
of complacency! But Parish Missions are a good idea even for healthy parishes. 

This Advent St. Mary’s is fortunate to welcome Gary Thorne as our Missioner. Born in New Brunswick, most of Gary’s ministry
has been spent in Halifax, that is when he's at home. Something like Bartholomew Cubbins in the Dr. Seuss story, he is man with
many hats; his full list of titles reads something like Major the Reverend Canon Doctor Gary Thorne. His friends sometimes
affectionately refer to him simply as the Thorne! 

Between 1990-2005 Gary was the rector of St. George’s Round Church, a magnificent heritage building begun in 1800, one of
the oldest buildings in Halifax. The Round Church draws a wide range of parishioners from all over the regional area with its
tradition of fine music and Prayer Book worship, but it is also the base of a vital social outreach ministry in the North End of
Halifax. One of the great challenges of Gary’s incumbency was a disastrous fire, set by children with nowhere to go, which
destroyed 40% of the building in 1994. Not only was the historic building carefully restored, but the fire served to rekindle the
Parish’s resolve to provide desperately needed programmes for the youth of the community. 

While Gary has served as a creative and dynamic parish priest, he is at present a military, prison, and university chaplain. A long
relationship with the Canadian Forces led him to the Golan Heights as a chaplain during a recent sabbatical year. He now serves
as Chaplain to Dalhousie University, a ministry focused in the beautiful Chapel at King’s College. He serves on a wide range of
community based social service boards, and is the founder of several vital programmes serving disadvantaged communities. He is
a skilled theologian, with a doctorate from Durham University, and as a member of the Primate’s Theological Commission, he is
one of the rare voice of reason in the present debates on sexual morality. Gary is also widely respected as a thoughtful spiritual
mentor and an insightful preacher. 

His presence with us this Advent is truly both a great honour and a blessing. He will be leading an evening service and homily at
7 pm, following a simple meal beginning at 6:15 pm on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, December 9, 10 and 11.  Fr. Thorne
will also be preaching at Bruce Russell’s ordination on Saturday, December 12 at 11 am at St. Paul’s Cathedral. 

Bruce Russell

Watch for more details on the upcoming events below!

Dickens Christmas Carol
Dinner Theatre

One-man performance by John
Houston of the Christmas classic

Sumptuous roast beef buffet

Wednesday, December 2
Dinner at 6:30, Show at 8:00

Proceeds of event donated to Marian Centre Outreach

GROWING TOGETHER 

Nurturing children's spirituality: a
conference for parents, caregivers
and children's ministry workers 

Presented by: the Regina
Christian Children's Ministerial

Friday, November 13, 2009
and Saturday, November 14,

2009 
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Mail To:

  St. Mary the Virgin Anglican Church
  3337 - 15th Avenue
  Regina, Saskatchewan
  (306) 522-6052, Fax (306) 565-0164
  Visit our web site at www.stmarysregina.ca
  E mail: stmarysanglican@sasktel.net or stmrector@sasktel.net
  Rector: Rev. Claude Schroeder
                                                                               

Sunday worship at 10 a.m. 

Grant, O Lord, that we who have 
been given a new life in Thee

through Water and the Holy Spirit
in baptism, may serve Thee faithfully

all the days of our lives; through 
Jesus Christ, our Saviour. Amen


